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Why Go Tobacco-Free? 
Amendments to the SC Youth Access to Tobacco Prevention Act of 2006 now require every local school district to adopt, implement, and enforce a written policy prohibiting the use of any tobacco product or alternative nicotine product by any person on school property or attending school sponsored events (Section 59-1-380). 
Schools shape individual behavior and have an opportunity to influence attitudes and beliefs about tobacco use.  Prohibiting all forms of tobacco use while educating about nicotine dependency, harms of smoking, and providing cessation resources reduces the likelihood of tobacco use and addiction among youth.

Amendment Details
In accordance with section 59-1-380 of the SC Code of Laws, [SCHOOL DISTRICT] prohibits the use of tobacco or alternative nicotine products among students, employees, clients, contractors, vendors, and visitors.
Tobacco-free policy definitions related to the Youth Access to Tobacco Prevention Act of 2006 outlined in the SC Code of Laws (Section 16-17-501; Section 59-1-380):
· Tobacco Product—a product that contains tobacco and is intended for human consumption

· Electronic Cigarette—an electronic product or device that produces a vapor that delivers nicotine or other substances to the person inhaling from the device to simulate smoking (includes e-cigarette, e-cigar, e-cigarillo, or e-pipe)

· Alternative Nicotine Product—any vaping product, whether or not it includes nicotine, that can be ingested into the body by chewing, smoking, absorbing, dissolving, inhaling, or by any other means (including Electronic Smoking Devices)

· Electronic Smoking Device—any device that delivers any aerosolized or vaporized substance, including E-Liquid (includes e-cigarette, e-cigar, e-pipe, vape pen, Vapor Product, or e-hookah)

· E-liquid—a substance that may or may not contain nicotine, is intended to be vaporized and inhaled using a Vapor Product

· Vapor Product—a powered vaporizer that converts E-Liquid to a vapor

· School Property--includes all buildings, facilities, or other property owned or operated by the school district, including property used during school sponsored events 


In accordance with section 59-1-380, [SCHOOL DISTRICT] tobacco-free policy will be enforced by school personnel with the following expectations for violations:

· Students--appropriate disciplinary action that includes but is not limited to conferences, mandatory enrollment in tobacco prevention education, voluntary enrollment in cessation programs, community service, in-school suspension, extracurricular activity suspension, or out of school suspension  

· Staff--verbal reprimand, written notification in personnel file, mandatory enrollment in tobacco prevention education, voluntary enrollment in cessation programs, or suspension 

· Contractors--verbal reprimand, notification to contract employer, or removal from district property 

· Visitors--verbal request to leave school property, prosecution for disorderly conduct for repeat offenders
Resources
For more information on youth tobacco use and prevention, visit scdhec.gov/TobaccoFreeSchools.
DAODAS also provides information on nicotine addiction and treatment.
Free tobacco cessation services are available to youth and adults through the SC Tobacco Quitline (1-800-QUIT-NOW).
[Insert School District Name/Logo]





Beginning August 1, 2019


Use of any kind of tobacco product or alternative nicotine product will not be permitted in any facility or on any property, owned or controlled by [SCHOOL DISTRICT], including school sponsored events.









